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The English Curriculum



	Intent
	At Abbey Woods we believe that high quality English curriculum should enable all learners to read fluently, write for purpose, have sound grammatical knowledge and application and generate discussion that develops oracy skills and a love of English. 
We have a coherent and well organised English curriculum that closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English to enable all children to:
· read fluently and with good understanding based on excellent phonics teaching in the early years. 
· develop the habit of reading widely, often, for both pleasure.
· acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing.
· appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage through carefully selected English and Guided Reading texts. 
· write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
· are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, taking part in drama and participating in debate

	Implementation
	Early reading and writing is supported through the Read Write Inc scheme.  Regular coaching from the phonics lead and development days ensure that staff are equipped to teach with the expertise and skills required to promote excellent progress. In KS1 and KS2, when children have completed the RWI programme, they develop deeper reading skills in line our whole class Guided Reading scheme in KS2 and Read Write Inc Comprehension programme when they have completed their Read Write Inc Phonics.  
When planning English lessons, teachers use the Literacy Tree base scheme and then adapt for the needs of Abbey Woods Learners.  Teaching blocks focus on high quality diverse texts and lesson sequences themselves build progressively towards an extended piece of writing through effective planning and high quality modelling.  For writing, Y1 follow Read Write Inc until the Spring term and then move onto Literacy Tree from Spring. 
Handwriting is also taught within literacy lessons in the Autumn term, and outcomes in KS2 are recorded in separate extended write books to promote a high level of pride and presentation across written outcomes. 
The Literacy Tree base scheme ensures all appendix B requirement from the National Curriculum are met. 
Feedback is embedded in English lessons and children are active in reviewing the successes in their work and identifying, with support from their teacher, areas for development to ensure a continuous and individualised approach to improving their work.


	Impact
	The organisation of the reading curriculum, has helped more children gain early reading skills and the KS2 Guided Reading curriculum has helped develop comprehension and fluency skills to improve outcomes at KS2. Furthermore, children have developed a real love of reading through our KS2 Guided Reading curriculum.  Outcomes of work in Extended Write and English books evidence the high quality of work and the impact of diverse, interesting texts children are exposed to. 
In Reading, Y1 pupils scored well in the phonics screening check, Y2 are on track to achieve above national average in reading in 2023 and in KS2 children achieved above national average in Reading in 2022. 
In writing, Y6 achieved 64% at national average in writing with 8% at greater depth, in KS1 Writing 58% of children achieved the expected standard in 2023.
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